


I have spent some time defining church. Seems 
like a simple task, one that would hardly require 
a lot of thought time for a pastor, but I find that 
is more complicated than you might think. What 
we think of church may not be what Paul meant 
when he talks about the Body of Christ. 
 
Let’s start with the things it is not. It is not the 
building, though a worship/fellowship/meeting 
space is a lovely luxury we are blessed to have 
through the sacrifice and hard work of the 
generations that went before us. It is not here to 
provide solely for its members, though it is a 
blessing that we share life and offer one another 
care. It is not in existence for the sake of 
supporting the building, or the preferences of 
the members, though if we wish to continue to 
have a meeting place, and people to meet with, 
care is required. It is not a social club, a 
humanitarian organization, or a space where 
like-minded people can enjoy each other’s 
company. 
 
So, what is the Body of Christ as a church? It is 
a place where every person is an essential part 
of the community, with unique gifts from the 
Holy Spirit, called to share the Good News of 
Jesus to the part of the world we are given to 
serve. All our assets, resources, people, and 
gifts are the vehicles that God has granted us to 
transform the world so that God’s Kingdom 
might come, and God’s will would be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven. In the process of the 
faithful response to God’s extravagant 
blessings, we love others, we serve with 
enthusiasm, and we grow in faith by practicing 
living it. How does that differ from a church that 
has its members at the center?  
 
By keeping God in the center, we keep our 
focus on the Kingdom. Our mission is to answer 
God’s call, which is probably different than 
mine or perhaps yours. It is to keep in front of 
us the challenge of remembering we aren’t here 
to serve ourselves first, but to serve others. We 
are invited to trust that God is providing all we 
need so we are free to respond to the needs of 
our neighbors. 










